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Malalai was born in YA1Y at a small village called "Khig", about ¥ miles
southwest of Maiwand in the southern Kandahar.
Malalai's father, who was a shepherd, and her fiancé joined with Ayub
Khan's army in the large attack on the British-forces in July YAA+. Like
many Afghan women, Malalai was there to help tend to the wounded
and provide water and spare weapons. According to local sources, this
was also supposed to be her wedding day.
When the Afghan army was losing morale, despite their superior
numbers, Malalai took the Afghan flag and shouted:
“Young love! If you do not fall in the battle of Maiwand,
By God, someone is saving you as a symbol of shame
But then Malalai was herself struck down and killed. However, her words

had spurred on her countrymen to victory. After the battle, Malalai was
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honored for her efforts and buried in her native village of Khig, where

her grave remains today. She was between YV-)1 at her death.
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