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"% FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

other hill.  From the peak, a ftone wall extends over the fammits
of the two hills, and is terminated at the bottom of the wefters
moft by an ordinary redoubt,

Tie Afghans are the indigenous poffeffors of a trac of coun-
try, which ftretches from the mountains of Tartary to certain
parts of the gulf of Cambay and Perfia; and from the Indus
to the confines of Perfia. The inhabitants of this wide domain,
have no written character and fpeak a language peculiar to them-
felves.  They arc a robuft, hardy race of men, and being gene«
rally addited to a flate of predatory warfare, their manners
largely partake of a barbarous infolence, and they avow a fixed
contempt for the occupations of civil life, Though in fome of our
hiftories of Afia, the natives of Afghaniftan are denominated Tar-
tars, I am prompted to fay, that they bear no refemblance to thofe
people, cither in their perfons, manners, or language,
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CerTAIN territorics of Afghaniftan, were conquered in the
ninth century by the khans of Bochara, of the Samani race, and

annexed to the Tartar principality of Khorafan, from whence

a fubordinate chief was deputed to govern at Guizni. But it does

not appear that the northern quarter of the country was fubdued
until the reign of Mahmoud,* the fecond prince of the Giznavi

dynafty, who compleated the conqueft of Afghaniftan. No fub-

ftantial tradition of the Afghans or the ftate of their country is

* He reigned in the cleventh century

found

P87 Tur Afghan government, when viewed as ﬂnnding on a ge-
neral bafs of defjotifin, and compared with thet of other Afiatic
fhates, is not pregnant with injuttice or cruelty, Its edicks are

feldom

P13l

In the divifion of Khorafan, fabject to the Afghan empire,

the Perfians enjoy a fair portion of civil and religious liberty,
and are rarely treated with infults,

7% FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

other hill.  From the peak, a ftone wall extends over the fammits
of the two hills, and is terminated at the bottom of the weftere
moft by an ordinary redoubt,

Tre Afghans are the indigenous poffeffors of a tra® of coun-
try, which ftretches from the mountuins of Tartary to certain
parts of the gulf of Cambay and Perfia; and from the Indus
to the confines of Perfia. The inhabitants of this wide domain,

g~

territory, At this day. he retains, on the eaft fide of the Indus,
the principality of Kafhmire, the diftrict of Attock, with fome

feattered divifions of Moultan, icluding the city and the tefritory

of Scind.  Yet Timur Shah derives but few real advantases from

FORSTER'S TRAVELS 8

V2-P83

v
J

Excrusive of his Afghan and Indian dominions, Timur

Shah is poffefled of a large divifion of Khorafan, which taking
in the city of Herat, extends on the north to the vicinity of
Nithabor and Turfhith, and on the fouth to the leffer Irak,
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FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 8t

A POowWERFUL et of Afghans, denominated Abdali, encou-
raged by the diftralled ftate of Perfia, had feized on Herat,* a large
fortified city in Khorafan, and were preparing to reduce the pro-
vince, when they were encountered by Nadir, who totally routed
their army ; fifteen thoufand, it is faid, being killed and wounded,
and five thoufand made prifoners.  Having recovered the territo-
ries, which the Turks and Ruffians had difmembered from Perfia
during the weak reign of Huffeyn, and expelled the Afghans,
Nadir Shah depofed Thamas, and entering Afghaniftan in the
year 1737 with a large army, ldid fiege to the ftrong fortrefs of
Kandahar, which was at that time held by Huffeyn Khan, an in-
dependant Afghan chief. The exertions of this officer, aided by
the natural advantages of his fituation, detained the Perfian in
the vicinity of Kandahar, for the fpace of eighteen months, At
the furrender of the fortrefs and other adjacent ftrong holds, Nadir

made {o temperate a ufe of his vitory, that about four thoufand
Afghans, commanded by two of the officers of Huffeyn, were in-
duced to join his army ; and it is mentioned that thefe troops,
during the Indian expedition, rendered him effential fervice,

In the annals of that period, I have made diligent fearch for
the name of Abdali Ahmed Khan, the founder of the modern em-
pire of Afghaniftan ; Lut I have not been able to procure any ac-

curate information of his origin or military progrefs, until he

¥ Suppofed to be Aria of the ancients.
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