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A PRECIS ON AFGHAN APFATRS

FROM FEBRUARY 1919 T0 SPTENPRR 1927,

In March 1924 rumours began to be heard of trouble in Khost.

The sitnation was probably not much exaggerated by S. Nadir Khan in
conversation with the British Minister on April 4, 1924 :—

¢ Wirst, the Amir had tried to push through his reforms far too precipitately.
Afghans as a race were fanatical, bigoted and conservative, and it was unsifc to ride
roughshod over their cherished customs and attempt to dragoon them into civilisation on
the Europesn staudard. It was commonly believed by the people that the new Adminis-
i trative Code violated the canons of Islamic law, and it was therefore extremely unpopular
e | : ¢ with the Mullahs and the orthodox party. Yet the Code had been suddenly introduced
s . BV i el without any attempt being made to explain away doubts as to its validity
1 [ and eontempt for the Turks, on account of their treatment of the Caliphate question, was
now general throughont Afghanistan, und the reforms oconnected with Jemal Pasba's
pamwe were for this reason still more suspect than before. (It is a matter of common
knowledge that the Code was drafted by Bedri Bey, one of Jemal Pasha's following.)

Then again, he said, there might be seen any day in the streets of Kabul dozens of
. & foreign doctors and engineers strolling idly about withont employment........ Thery
i ars 4 was no programme for the engineers, no plans to work on, and no tools to work witk.
Kducation was being run on the most haphazard lines, and money was being poured
out like water.......... Meanwhile the Army had been ruthlessly eut down, and tha

power of the State was scarcely able to cope successfully with the disorders which had
arigen in the Provinces.”
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AMANULLAINS FARLY REFORMS &7
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